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much as mentioned. The part played by women is scarcely noticed. 
Herein Dr. Blok has rather fallen away from his promises. The scien- 
tific student of Netherlandish history will however richly enjoy this 
work, with its copious reference to authorities, both in foot-note and 
special chapters, its excellent indexes, and the colored maps accompanied 
with proper annotation in every volume. Certainly in critical value 
Blok's history has no rival. 

William Elliot Griffis. 

Rome et Napoleon III. (1849-1870). £tude sur les Origines et 

la Chute du Second Empire. Par Emile Bourgeois et E. 

Clermont, avec une Preface de Gabriel Monod. (Paris : 

Armand Colin. 1907. Pp. xvii, 370.) 

This is an important book. First, it illustrates that fine disinter- 
estedness which characterizes contemporary historical scholars in France. 
They have the good fortune to be placed within reach of material 
which their brothers in Germany and England are denied. There is 
nothing so kind to a historian as a successful revolution if it un- 
earths the material he requires. Since 1871, or more properly since 
about 1885, Republican France has been lavishly pouring out state 
secrets concerning the Republic of 1848 and the Second Empire. As 
a political move what could be shrewder than to expose the blunders 
and wickedness of Louis Napoleon's regime? The dullest Frenchman 
can hardly wish to restore the Empire, when he has seen the Empire 
as it was. What historian does not wish that he might have equally 
free access to the archives of Prussia and Germany from i860 to 1890, 
instead of having to depend on official historiographers, who naturally 
write to fit their story to the prescribed Hohenzollern legend? Fear of 
lese-majeste does not conduce to impartial writing. But the French 
wish to do more than discredit Imperialism; they are earnestly bent on 
profiting by their national failures. It is the purpose of learning from 
the recent past what to shun in the present and what to pursue in the 
future that gives to a monograph like this of MM. Bourgeois and 
Clermont its impress of actuaiite, as the French themselves call it. And 
the general spirit of veracity, even when veracity exposes French 
blunders, makes their work disinterested. 

In the next place this book traces for the first time the results of 
Napoleon III.'s meddling in Rome. We have had hitherto a mass of 
testimony, both French and Italian, in regard to the Roman Expedition 
of 1849 and the September Convention; we have also a good deal of 
material about the preliminaries of the War of 1870 and of the attitude 
of Italy and Austria after war was declared: but MM. Bourgeois and 
Clermont are the first to show, in a single volume, the causal sequence 
between the three crises. With commendable openness they follow step 
by step the insincerity which prompted the Prince President to de- 
spatch Oudinot's corps to suppress the Roman Republic of 1849, and 



Bourgeois And Clermont : Rome et Napoleon III 893 

the fatuity with which, twenty-one years later, he allowed his entangle- 
ment at Rome to cost him the help of Italy and Austria in his struggle 
with Prussia. 

Although the authors assign nearly half of their volume to the first 
episode, the second and third sections really contain the freshest ma- 
terial, especially the chapter on the attempt at a triple alliance ( France- 
Austria-Italy) in 1869, and the chapter entitled " Le 25 juillet: Rome 
et 1' Empire ". Professor Bourgeois, to whom this part of the work- 
falls, shows that X'apoleon, after having set in motion the negotiations 
for the secret alliance and found his would-be partners willing, failed 
to make a binding league. Yet in the following year he went on to act 
as if the league had been clinched, when, on declaring war, he assumed 
that Austria and Italy would support him. M. Bourgeois apparently 
believes that, although documentary proof cannot be produced, Italy and 
Austria had given the emperor sufficient reason to rely on them and 
then deserted him. But surely if the Imperialists had any papers to 
that effect, they would long ago have published them, in order to lift 
from their shoulders some of the terrible responsibility for bringing 
calamity on France. 

However that may be. Professor Bourgeois states that on lulv 25 — 
which " with Sedan and the capitulation of the French army are the 
most unhappy dates in our history " — Napoleon refused to sanction the 
entry of the Italians into Rome as the price of Italian co-operation. M. 
Bourgeois admits that the Clericals, working through the empress, had 
a large share in this decision, but that Ollivier, on his own admission, 
finally persuaded the emperor to adopt it. And thus Xemesis exacted 
full retribution for the crime of 1849. 

The authors provide an extended criticism of the authorities used by 
them. They regret that much necessary material is still inaccessible — 
not onlv foreign material but Imperialist, which the Bonapartists con- 
trol. Ollivier alone, of the old ministers, has become garrulous. But 
in Italy the memoirs and correspondence of Nigra and Yisconti Yenosta, 
not to mention those of lesser men, would be needed to complete the 
sources on that side — it is not clear that our authors know Chiala's in- 
dispensable work — and in Austria Beust. the younger Metternich and 
others are still to be heard from — for Beust's revelations are obviously 
only partial. How much is hidden in Prince Napoleon's papers no one 
can say. Empress Eugenie is supposed to have rescued the most im- 
portant secret documents before her flight from Paris, but her memoirs 
may not be printed for many years, and they may not be trustworthy. 
And yet, in spite of gaps in the evidence, the general accuracy of 
MM. Bourgeois and Clermont's analysis cannot be doubted. Were 
nothing more ever to be added to the testimony it would be perfectly 
clear that Louis Napoleon in forcing himself into the position of pro- 
tector of the Pope, unwittingly hampered his future policy and prepared 
his own downfall. 

AM HIST. REV., VOL. XI. — 58. 
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M. Monod's able preface merits more than passing praise. He has 
succeeded in presenting briefly the argument of the book itself. But 
we regret that such an important work should have no index. How 
much longer will Continental scholars continue to deprive their readers 
of that indispensable adjunct? 

William Roscoe Thayer. 

Der Krimkrieg und die osterreichische Politik. Von Heinrich 

Friedjung. (Stuttgart and Berlin: J. G. Cotta. 1907. Pp. 

viii, 198.) 

Heinrich Friedjung is well known in Germany as the author of 
what is widely acknowledged to be the best general treatment of the 
political and military struggle in our day between Austria and Prussia, 
Der Kampf um die Vorherrschaft in Deutschland, 1859 bis 1866, (two 
volumes). This work has gone through six editions and owes its 
reputation to a remarkable combination of scientific method and popular 
presentation. The present publication is declared in the preface to be 
part of a study in preparation on the history of Austria, 1848-1859 ; hav- 
ing grown beyond its proper limits it is now published in advance, the 
remainder being promised in about a year. It is possibly this quality 
of an excerpt that explains (certainly without justifying) the entire 
absence of information as to sources or literature; we are given no 
statement whatever about the material at the disposition of the writer, 
though of course most of his published authorities are to be determined 
through the foot-note references. It is difficult to understand how a 
serious student can make such an omission, can fail to remember that, 
especially with a study in recent diplomatic history, we need to be guided 
in our judgment by exact and full information as to the unpublished 
material used or available. The author has used documents of a most 
confidential kind, but apparently not under primary conditions; the sec- 
ondary publications from which they are derived are however given 
no critical scrutiny, though in most cases they are manifestly more 
or less partizan and controversial. There is no hint at archival limita- 
tions, but only two or three archival references are given in the foot- 
notes; it may be that Herr Friedjung had practically no access to 
archival deposits and that he assumes that this will be understood. In 
that case however, apart from the question of the wisdom of entering 
on thorough research under such conditions, a strong protest must be 
entered against the absence either of any clear statement to this effect, 
or of any indication of it in the manner of presentation. 

Only one reference is given to private unpublished material, that 
being (p. 161) to the " ungedruckten Tagebuche Kubecks ", concerning 
which or its place of deposit no further information is vouchsafed. For 
Gortschakoff's Vienna dispatches the author apparently relies wholly 
on two Russian works ; one is Petrow's Der russische Donanfeldsug, 
about which we are not given even enough information to locate it, the 



